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INTRODUCTION

As a premier importer, exporter and distributor of forest 
products, The UCS Forest Group of Companies is committed to 
sourcing environmentally responsible products. In line with this 
mandate UCS proudly distributes Urufor’s Red Grandis, a world 
class example of environmental stewardship.    

RED GRANDIS, FSC 100% 

Red Grandis (Eucalyptus Grandis) is a high grade hardwood 
prized for its consistent color, workability, ease of finishing and 
durability. Its attractive grain pattern makes it an excellent lower 
cost substitute for cherry, mahogany and sapele. It’s ideal for 
windows, doors, millwork, flooring, furniture, moldings and 
paneling. Urufor is exporting to over 30 countries around the 
world, with demand increasing at a rapid rate. 
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The Forest 

In 1987 Urufor began assembling land for its plantations in 
northern Uruguay near the border with Brazil. They acquired 

scrub lands that provided only marginal grazing conditions and 
were largely devoid of trees. Urufor then planted Red Grandis 
seedlings. Now after 25 years of careful soil preparation, 
fertilization and weed control, Urufor has a thriving forest 
where none stood before. Today, Urufor has 74,000 acres of 
forest with over half planted with Red Grandis. Each year 
Urufor not only replants the acreage of Red Grandis that is 
harvested, but continues to add acreage to meet increasing 
demand. 

Excellent Silviculture Practices Pay-off

Since the beginning Urufor has practiced good pruning and 
thinning techniques with the objective of growing tall straight 
robust trees, with a higher percentage of clear wood. At a 
harvest maturity of 20 years, the average Red Grandis tree 
measures 70 inches in circumference at the base. This rate of 
growth translates into adding biomass at the rate of 30 cubic 
meters/hectare per year. This is a very high growth rate when 
it is compared to other temperate forests which average only 
5-6 cubic meters/hectare/year. 
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Click on this link to see an amazing video of the Red Grandis Story: http://www.ucfp.com/UpperCanada/productsRedGrandis.aspx



Added Benefits of dual land use

The widely spaced Red Grandis trees allow for the grazing of 
horse and cattle beneath the canopy. Grazing has the added 
benefit of reducing the presence of fuel material on the forest 
floor, minimizing fire risk. 

Carbon Sequestration

Planting trees where none grew before removes greenhouse 
gases from the atmosphere and stores it as cellulose in the 
trunk, branches, leaves and roots while releasing oxygen back 
into the air.  An acre of trees can remove about 13 tons of 
particulate and gases from the atmosphere… and Urufor has 
planted over 40,000 acres. 

Job Creation

Since Urufor started in 1987, hundreds of professional, skilled 
and semi skilled jobs have been created. This provides direct 
benefits for these employees, plus indirect benefits to the        
communities these people live in.

The Red Grandis Environmental Pedigree 

• Creation of a new industry
• Job creation 
• Power creation
• Sustainable forestry practices
• Enriched fauna presence

Conclusion

Urufor is a best-in-class example of how to create and manage 
a forest ecosystem with a sustainable and growing product.  

The 12 MW Co-Generation Plant

The Urufor Mill: 
Note the very small log deck.
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• Dual use lands
• High yield forest
• High value product
• Exports to 30 countries

New Animal Habitat Created

So careful has Urufor been with the creation of their new forest 
that the area is being populated by the peculiar and diverse 
South American fauna such as the Carpincho, the American 
Ostrich, and the Tero Bird.

Operational Excellence 

Newly harvested logs sit on the Urufor log deck for an average 
of only 48 hours compared to months in the case of other 
wood processing facilities. This ensures maximum yield and 
grade-out and minimizes negative environmental implications 
caused by unnecessary water usage and run-off. 

Co-Generation and Infrastructure Creation 

In the master plan the roadways and access points into the 
forests were carefully laid out to minimize their environmental 
impact and ensure excellent drainage. The average distance 
logs travel from the forest to the mill is a mere 19 miles.

The Urufor mill and dry kilns are powered by an on-site 12 MW 
Co-Generator fueled only by the downfall from the harvesting 
and production processes. Electricity generated by the plant 
often exceeds Urufor’s requirements and excess power is 
directed to the national power grid for the benefit of the local 
population. 
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