
 

IWPA Member Alert   

Formaldehyde Emission Standards for Composite Wood Products 

Comments on EPA Proposed Rules due on August 26th for the Third Party Certifier (TPC) 

proposed regulation, September 9th for the full proposed regulation. 

August 8th, 2013 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recently published its proposed regulations on 

formaldehyde in composite wood products. The comment period has been extended to August 

26
th

, 2013 for comments on the proposed regulation of Third Party Certifiers (TPCs) and to 

September 9
th

, 2013 for the full proposed regulation.  IWPA will be actively engaged in 

developing a robust response to this proposal; our goal is to ensure that the final regulation is 

workable for our industry.   

IWPA urges all members who import or manufacture composite wood products to review 

the regulation closely and contact IWPA with any issues or concerns.  The EPA proposed 

regulations deviate from the California Air Resources Board (CARB) regulations on 

formaldehyde in a number of areas, and will require significant changes in the way the industry 

does business.   

The proposal has been separated into two parts:   

1. Formaldehyde Emissions Standards for Composite Wood Products, which concerns the 

overall structure of the regulation is available here. 

According to EPA, this proposal sets limits on how much formaldehyde may be released from 

hardwood plywood, medium-density fiberboard, particleboard and finished goods containing these 

products that are sold, supplied, offered for sale, manufactured, or imported in the United States. 

EPA’s proposal also includes exemptions from some testing and record-keeping requirements for 

products made with no-added formaldehyde (NAF) and ultra low-emitting formaldehyde resins 

(ULEF). As required by statute, this proposal includes provisions addressing testing requirements, 

laminated products, product labeling, chain of custody, recordkeeping, stockpiling and enforcement. 

2. Formaldehyde; Third-Party Certification Framework for the Formaldehyde Standards for 

Composite Wood Products, deals with the Third Party Certifiers (TPCs) and is available 

here.   

According to EPA, the second proposal establishes a third-party certification framework designed to 

ensure that manufacturers of composite wood products meet the TSCA formaldehyde emission 

http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPPT-2012-0018-0001
http://www.regulations.gov/#!documentDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPPT-2011-0380-0001


 

standards by having their composite wood products certified though an accredited third-party 

certifier. Under this rule, third-party certifiers would audit composite wood panel producers and 

verify compliance with formaldehyde emissions standards for their products.  Third-party certifiers 

would be accredited and audited by EPA-recognized accreditation bodies, who would report to the 

EPA on their activities. The rule establishes eligibility requirements and responsibilities for third-

party certifiers and EPA-recognized accreditation bodies. 

While IWPA staff is still compiling an exhaustive list of issues of interest within the two 

proposed rules, here are some items of note: 

 Laminators: Unlike the CARB system, the proposed EPA regulation would include 

“laminators” (where a wood veneer is attached to a compliant platform with a 

formaldehyde-based resin).  This will impose a new burden on this segment of the 

industry.  California’s regulations exempt all laminated products.  It is unclear whether 

the current testing labs are sufficient to meet the demand this proposed rule would create. 

 Business Confidentiality: Under the proposed rule, businesses would be required to 

disclose formaldehyde emission test results and producer identifying information.  

 Short Phase In: EPA proposes to set the manufactured-by date at one year after 

publication of the final rule in the Federal Register. Composite wood panels made after 

the manufactured-by-date would be subject to the emissions standards.  

 Stockpiling: EPA proposes to prohibit stockpiling by setting the acceptable limit as the 

amount of product in inventory as of 2009.  

IWPA has formed a Formaldehyde Taskforce to help staff compile comments in response to 

the proposed rules. The taskforce is meeting weekly via conference call to discuss aspects of the 

proposed regulations and propose solutions to any problems found. 

IWPA is committed to providing clear, comprehensive comments to this standard, and to 

working with EPA, Congress, and other affected parties to ensure that the final regulation is 

practical for all affected industries.  IWPA will continue to reach out to the industry and provide 

additional information and guidance as it becomes available.    

For additional information:  Contact Ashley Amidon, IWPA Manager of Government and 

Public Affairs (703-820-6696).   

The EPA website for the rulemaking can be found at:  

http://www.epa.gov/opptintr/chemtest/formaldehyde/ .  

The EPA Docket (including referenced information and comments filed) for the Formaldehyde Emission 

Standards can be found at:  http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPPT-2012-0018.   

The EPA Docket for the Third Party Certification Framework for the Formaldehyde Emission Standards 

can be found at:  http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=EPA-HQ-OPPT-2011-0380   
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